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Press release
Uniroyal – over 140 years of trading in rubber items, over 110 years’ experience with car tires, over 55 years with winter tires and 40 years with rain tires
Constantly innovative

Hanover/Geneva, March 2009

1837: Birth of Oscar Englebert

1868: Oscar Englebert opens a shop in Liège selling rubber items

1872: Relocation to larger business premises and again two years later

1874: Englebert begins to manufacture raincoats, aprons, dummies, rubber blankets and gloves in Liège. He takes no holidays and works Sundays.

1877: A factory building bought by Englebert is opened in the Rue des Vennes – the electric bulb is invented just two years later.

1892: Oscar Englebert II changes the company to a partnership limited by shares – the “Societé O. Englebert Fils et Co.” owns capital of 650,000 francs. More than 250 people are employed in what is, at that time, a very modern plant.

1894: Englebert begins his first experiments with tires developing products for bicycles and horse-drawn vehicles.

1898: Along with bicycle tires and inner tubes, Englebert manufactures the first car tires.

 It is the only tire company in the Benelux countries and one of the first in Europe.

1899: Englebert tires receive their first praise for being particularly well-designed for motor racing.

1904: Studded tires developed.

1905: Certificate for outstanding performance awarded at the world exhibition

1906: A Minerva fitted with Englebert Studded Chevron tires wins the Ardennes race

1912: Oscar Englebert I dies in September after a long struggle with serious illness. The plant on the other hand is in good health, employing more than 400 workers. Georges Englebert, son of Oscar II, is appointed plant manager. Along with raincoats, rubber aprons and tubes, car tires become an increasingly important facet of the business (Englebert produces tires with a zigzag tread to prevent skidding).

1914: The factory premises are extended to almost four times their size in 1912 and now cover 7.5 acres. Production stops with the start of the First World War. On 7 August, the plants are closed. The premises are used as a barracks. Englebert’s title as Spanish Consul and the intervention of the Marquis de Villalobar prevent the plants from being completely stripped down.

1919: Englebert sets up a subsidiary in Cologne – a distribution company entered on the Cologne commercial register as O. Englebert Fils & Co en commandite par actions GmbH.

1920: Cord carcasses replace cotton fabric in tires.

1925: A new 5-hectare factory is opened in Liège with 3,500 workers also manufacturing beaded tires.

1926: For consignments, each individual tire is lovingly and carefully packaged before leaving the company. A greater focus is placed on exports. Englebert is one of the five largest European companies in the rubber industry.

1927: Georges Englebert is appointed acting chief executive.

1929: A plant is built in Aachen.

1930: Production is launched in Aachen with bicycle tires manufactured on a small scale. At this time, only 5 parking spaces are needed for 81 employees. One year later, manufacture of car and motorcycle tires begins with 35 units produced daily. Production of truck tires starts in 1932. 

1932: Start of production of super balloon tires.

1933: For the first time, rayon tire carcasses are manufactured using cord fabric made of viscose. Oscar Englebert II dies.

1934: The tire models A.D. and Ambassador (with sipes) start production.

1936: The company acquires the former silk factory in Clairoix-les-Compiègne in France and converts it into a tire factory.

1937: The one-millionth tire rolls off the production line in Aachen.

1939 to 1945: In Germany, Englebert is forced to comply with the orders of the Nazi dictatorship and supplies whatever is demanded by Berlin.

1945/46: In late summer, refurbishment begins in Aachen and early in 1946, production is recommenced on a modest scale with bicycle tires.

1947: Approximately 6,500 people are employed at the four Englebert plants. More than 10,000 tires are produced daily. Albert Englebert restructures the firm with the focus on Europe. In Aachen, 639 industrial staff work 271 days a year.

1948: The Volumax, a super low-pressure tire is launched.

1950: The Stable Max is launched which is the first Uniroyal fabric belt tire using the radial design.

1953: The first 5.60/15 sized M+S tire is manufactured.

1954: The three-millionth tire is manufactured in Aachen.

1955: The J 55 car tire is released on the market. Aachen celebrates its 25th birthday.

1956: On 5th April, the four-millionth tire rolls off the production line in Aachen.

1958: The company needs a partner for continued expansion. Englebert joins forces with a powerful American ally and becomes a member of the international Uniroyal Group (founded as U.S. Rubber in 1892), which is one of the top three tire manufacturers in the world. Every day, its 70,000 employees manufacture 170,000 tires in 89 plants. It produces tires developed on the world’s largest testing ground in Laredo/Texas, which are the winners of tests conducted by trade magazines. O.Englebert Fils & Co. GmbH becomes Uniroyal Englebert Deutschland AG and an English teacher is employed for the workers.

1959: The first Uniroyal steel-belted tire with radial design is presented. Its name is Max and it is the first-ever van tire of its kind.

1960: More than 8,000 employees produce approximately 30,000 tires per day in the four plants.

1961: Englebert starts to manufacture fabric belted tires. Nylon cord is cut into strips, lengthened and folded (hence the name ‘folded belt’). Work starts on developing tires with exceptionally low aspect ratios (82 series).

1963: Englebert now operating under the name Uniroyal-Englebert. There will be five further name changes before 1979.

1964: Start of construction work on a new plant in Herstal, Belgium.

1966: Production is launched in Herstal and Liège closed. The Aachen plant is seriously damaged on 22 March by a large fire. Just two days before, the new unburned carbon/large silo system was activated.

1967: Englebert changes its name to Uniroyal.

1968: Helmut Werner is appointed managing director of Uniroyal-Englebert.

1969: In issue 18 of Auto, Motor und Sport, the new Rallye 180, which was the first Uniroyal tire to be described as a rain tire, is the outright winner of a series of tests: “The Uniroyal test team made the best impression with their Rallye 180, which performed equally well in all categories.”

Dr Karl Grosch takes over the test division and then becomes development manager for commercial vehicles in 1975 (until 1988).

1970: Uniroyal begins manufacturing plastic tanks (e.g., fuel tanks for aircraft). The Rallye 180 SR is the first Uniroyal tire with the umbrella logo. At the same time, the Rallye 240 HR is released on the market. The Uniroyal Rallye 180/70 is the first-ever 70 series steel-belted tire.

1971: The first steel belts are cut in Aachen. Radial tires now replace diagonal designs for cars and lorries.

1972: Rallye 340 developed.

1973: The CM+S Plus studless M+S tire is launched.

1977: Albert Englebert is appointed president of Uniroyal Europe.

1978: The Uniroyal Rallye 280 is launched on the market. By 1982, more than 20 million units have been produced. The Rallye 280 gains more approvals from the European automotive industry than any Uniroyal tire before it. Uniroyal acquires the former NATO airstrip in Rocroi in the French Ardennes. The main attraction here from a technical perspective is the double track railway for wet surface testing.

1979: Continental acquires the European wing of the Uniroyal Group for an estimated 120 million Deutschmarks (excluding the Turkish plant). The name Uniroyal is secured through a long-term trademark licence agreement. The original name Englebert abandoned in 1968 is restored in America for European products. Albert Englebert, vice president and grandson of the company founder, and Helmut Werner, Uniroyal managing director, present the first new Englebert tire. This season, Germany’s top-selling winter tire is the Uniroyal Rallye MS Plus.

1980: The Uniroyal monoply R 40 is the wide-base truck tire with the lowest rolling resistance in the European market. Its minimal rubber volume and the sturdy reinforcements in its padded carcass enable fuel savings of 2.3 to 4.9 L per 100 km.

The rallye 340/60 is released on the market and makes headline news the following year with various test results. The first issue of the plant newspaper “Bei Uns – in Rothe Erde” is published in Aachen.

1981: The M+S Superplus is rolled out.

April 1981: German manufacturers produce 2.74 million winter tires, continuing a trend started in 1974. The MS Plus remains the top-selling winter tire in Germany and Europe.

After millions of test kilometres, the Rallye 280/70 is launched. With its cutting-edge cap and base technology, it reduces rolling resistance by 15 percent compared to its forerunner the Rallye 180/70. The 280/70 is one of the lightest tires in its size category and narrow sipes enhance its stability on wet surfaces. The nylon bandage normally used with H tires is adopted for slower S tires for safety reasons.

The rallye 340/70 is the outright winner of the auto motor und sport comparative test.

1982: Uniroyal Rallye MS Super Plus 60 is rolled out. 60 series tires are acknowledged as having an extremely low aspect ratio. In technical terms, the Super Plus 60 winter tires are on a par with the Rallye 340/60.

1983: On 1 August, Bernd Frangenberg joins the executive board. Uniroyal’s international operations are coordinated from Aachen.

1985: Uniroyal launches three new truck tires on the market – the R 200 (for use on the front axle) and the R 300 (for trailers). Dr Karl Grosch describes this as “a major development.” In addition, the monoply T MS with low aspect ratio is released with a 100% steel belt for optimum traction. A new tire system developed by Continental (known as CTS) is seen as the future of the tire industry. The Uniroyal Impuls is exhibited on the Ford Eltec at the IAA, the first tire with genuine runflat features. Two new product ranges go into serial production – the rallye 340/55 and the rallye 340/50. Both models are super low and are only suitable for high-performance sports cars.

1987: Rallye 380 rolled out. In addition, the Uniroyal rallye 340/60 is approved for the BMW 750i. Opel nominates Uniroyal-Engelbert Reifen GmbH Aachen as “supplier of the year 1986”. Uniroyal also wins the QC prize awarded by the Deutsche Quality-Circle-Gesellschaft e.V.

1988: Dr Stephen Kessel takes charge of Uniroyal tire development for commercial vehicles. Dr Ekkehard Röhl takes over from Dr Manfred Gerresheim as head of the “car tire development” division.

Work begins on the construction of a new 750 m² training centre in Herstal, Belgium.

1990: The rallye 440 replaces the 340. BMW approves the rallye 440 for the 850i model. Other BMW vehicle series besides the company’s top model are fitted with Uniroyal tires.

1991: A new storage facility with 9,700 m² floor space is opened in Aachen.

1992: The Aachen plant is recertified for ISO 9001. The Uniroyal Rallye RTT-1 is released on the market setting trends in terms of tread design – this super wide-based tire has an arrowed tread with fixed rolling direction.

1993: Uniroyal board spokesman Bernd Frangenberg moves to Conti subsidiary General Tire/USA.

1994: The Uniroyal MS plus 44 is presented. It is the outright winner of the “mot” comparative test.

1995: In April, Uniroyal presents the rallye 580 T-class summer tires, the only tires to be rated overall as “especially recommended” in the ADAC tire test (motorwelt 03/1996). The MS +44 is the winner of the “Auto Bild” test.

1996: The Aachen plant is certified as compliant with the EU eco audit regulation. The Uniroyal rallye RTT-2 is presented to the international press this year at the Grand Prix track in Jerez.

1997: Baron Albert Englebert dies on 12 February at the age of 80.

1998: The Rallye 540 is presented. All tires in the summer range now have fixed rolling direction.

2000: Following in the footsteps of the successful MS +4 and +44 winter tires, the +5 and +55 models are released on the market. They too impress the trade press in independent tests.

2001: In spring, Uniroyal presents the rallye 680, the follow-up to the 580 and the RainSport1, the follow-up to the RTT-2.

2002: For the first time Uniroyal supplies tires with a 19-inch diameter. The MS + 55 is also marketed as a V-class winter tire for speeds of up to 240 km/h.

2003: The new rallye 550 for medium-sized cars and upwards is presented in Dijon along with the first Uniroyal 4x4 tires, the rallye 4x4 street. All racing cars of the Uniroyal Funcup European racing series are fitted with the Rain Sport 1 from the Uniroyal series tires range. More than 2,000 Rainsport 1 tires provide maximum grip on the racing track during the season.
2005: The new SnowMax winter rain tires ensure safety for vans and trucks.

2007: The successful MS + 55 is replaced by the new MS + 66. Needless to say, these new winter tires offering exceptional performance on wet surfaces are also available in versions approved for speeds of up to 240 km/h.

2008: Uniroyal presents the new Rainsport2 and the new MS+6 winter tires at a joint presentation in the French Alps. Soon after, the new sports tires are used for the first time at the Funcup.

2009: The new “RainExpert” summer tires for medium-size and full-size cars are presented at the Geneva motor show. Needless to say, they too shine in terms of driving performance on wet and dry surfaces.

The Belgian rubber goods manufacturer Englebert started producing tires for Continental AG and other companies in 1895. After merging with US Rubber in 1958, the company changed its name to Uniroyal Englebert. Since 1979, Uniroyal, the inventor of the rain tire, has been a European brand within the portfolio of Hanover, Germany-based Continental AG.
With targeted annual sales of €25 billion for 2008, the Continental Corporation is one of the top automotive suppliers worldwide. As a supplier of tires, brake systems, powertrain and chassis systems and components, instrumentation, infotainment solutions, vehicle electronics and technical elastomers, the corporation contributes towards enhanced driving safety and protection of the global climate. Continental is also a competent partner in networked automobile communication. Today, the corporation employs approximately 146,500 at nearly 200 locations in 36 countries.
A quarter of all tires in Europe are manufactured by Continental, the market leader. More than 30 percent of all new European cars leave the factory fitted with Continental tires. The tire divisions are an official sponsor of the 2010 FIFA World Cup™ in South Africa. For further details, please go to www.ContiSoccerWorld.com.
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