[image: image1.jpg]d

THE RAIN ) TYRE UNIROYAL






Press release
Safe, economical tyres for MPVs and light vans
Uniroyal RainMax 2 and SnowMax
Hanover/Essen, June 2010. Uniroyal tyres for MPVs and light vans offer both safety and economy. In addition to the SnowMax for roads in winter, the Uniroyal portfolio now includes a new summer tyre - the RainMax 2; both products are available in a wide range of sizes.
RainMax 2 - wide grooves provide aquaplaning protection 
The new RainMax 2 is an economical rain tyre for use on MPVs and light vans. With this tyre family MPVs and vehicles used for commercial purposes can travel safely on both wet and dry roads. The RainMax 2 is available in a total of 20 sizes from 13" to 16" diameter and in widths from 165 to 235 millimetres. It is approved for speeds from 160 km/h (100 mph, Q-rated) up to 210 km/h (131 mph, H-rated).

The RainMax 2 has a rugged structure that guarantees maximum reliability. The tyre's flat contour ensures even ground pressure and, in conjunction with the wear-resistant compound, makes high mileage performance possible. The RainMax 2 is therefore an exceptionally economical tyre for vehicles used both commercially and privately. In addition to economy, the developers also paid particular attention to the typical virtue of Uniroyal tyres - best driving performance in the wet. Numerous sipes in the tread pattern create a multiplicity of gripping edges for optimum interlocking on slippery road surfaces, thereby ensuring good traction and braking, together with excellent lateral guidance. Three wide and deep circumferential tread grooves pick up large quantities of water quickly, providing effective aquaplaning protection.

In addition to the extremely sturdy shoulder ribs on the RainMax 2, tyre developer Frank Stadler has integrated a large number of stiffeners into the lateral grooves between the tread lugs to ensure good handling and short braking distances on dry roads too. These stiffeners prevent the tread lugs from tilting during braking, so they keep the braking distance short. They also enhance handling as they provide positive support when lateral forces are encountered and thereby stabilise the tread during cornering.

SnowMax - a versatile tyre for all types of winter weather
Like with the RainMax, Uniroyal gave its SnowMax a highly modern design and lots of good ingredients to cope with its sometimes difficult tasks. As well as a design that provides high mileage performance, low rolling resistance and a comfortable ride, the high-quality materials and extensive know-how that went into the SnowMax mean that it can meet its demanding objectives - with three wide circumferential grooves and numerous lateral channels, this rain tyre offers optimum aquaplaning safety. Moreover, sophisticated sipe technology and angled tread lugs ensure safe traction in snow and ice, with good grip guaranteed by the tyre's modern compound.

The SnowMax is available in 23 sizes as a 13" to 16" diameter tyre, suitable for speeds from 150 to 190 km/h (93 - 118 mph). The range starts with the 165/70 R 13 and the widest version of the SnowMax is the 225/65 R 16 C with a Load Index of 112/110 (8PR).

The editorial team at the German magazine 'Promobil' tested the SnowMax several times and its most recent evaluation was 'excellent'. Specifically, the testers said that the tyre showed little susceptibility to slipping in snow and offered very good grip in the wet. It was, furthermore, 'balanced at a high level'.

The Belgian rubber goods manufacturer Englebert produced tyres from 1895 and the company's customers included Continental AG. When the firm merged with US Rubber in 1958, it was then known as Uniroyal Englebert. Uniroyal, the inventor of the rain tyre, has been a European brand within the portfolio of Continental AG in Hanover, Germany since 1979.

With sales of approximately €20 billion in 2009 Continental is among the leading automotive suppliers worldwide. As a supplier of brake systems, systems and components for powertrains and chassis, instrumentation, infotainment solutions, vehicle electronics, tires and technical elastomers, Continental contributes enhanced driving safety and global climate protection. Continental is also a competent partner in networked automobile communication. Continental currently employs approximately 138,000 in 46 countries.
Continental is the European market leader for passenger and light truck tires. More than 30 per cent of all new European cars leave the factory fitted with Continental tires. The tire divisions are an official sponsor of the 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa™. For further details, please go to www.ContiSoccerWorld.com.
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