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Press release
Reaching the podium on standard tyres:
Drift driver Ritzmann comes second in the International Drift Series
Hanover, 20th July 2010. Right from the word go Patrick Ritzmann, driving for Uniroyal at the International Drift Series (IDS), took second place overall at the spectacular drifting race on the Nürburgring. The 23 year old had to concede defeat only to the 2008 champion, Dutch driver Remmo Nietzen, in these races where the cars have to drift through the bends - in other words, with them standing crosswise as far as possible. For the races Ritzmann fits standard RainSport 2 tyres to his Uniroyal-red BMW.
Last weekend in glorious weather Patrick Ritzmann (23) from Steinheim near Stuttgart achieved second place in the International Drift Series (IDS). He initially came first in the qualifying race, before engaging in exciting drifting battles with one of the leaders in the field Michael Sahli (Driftteam Switzerland) and, in the final, with Remmo Nietzen (Netherlands).

Patrick Ritzmann is the youngest German driver in the IDS, entering the races last year on a wild card. Ritzmann opted for RainSport 2 tyres, size 235/40 ZR 18, when fitting out his BMW e46, which has 450 hp and can reach up to 300 km/h (187 mph), with the biturbo engine putting 550 Nm of torque on the crankshaft. "The tyre provides excellent grip and is totally predictable even when driving at the limit" he said. "That means I can be out there with the leaders in the races, without having to worry about handling or any acceleration issues."

The Belgian rubber goods manufacturer Englebert produced tyres from 1895 and the company's customers included Continental AG. When the firm merged with US Rubber in 1958, it was then known as Uniroyal Englebert. Uniroyal, the inventor of the rain tyre, has been a European brand within the portfolio of Continental AG in Hanover, Germany since 1979.

With sales of approximately (20 billion in 2009 Continental is among the leading automotive suppliers worldwide. As a supplier of brake systems, systems and components for powertrains and chassis, instrumentation, infotainment solutions, vehicle electronics, tyres and technical elastomers, Continental contributes to enhanced driving safety and global climate protection. Continental is also a competent partner in networked automobile communication. Continental currently employs approximately 138,000 staff in 46 countries.
Continental is Europe's market leader for car tyres. In the Original Equipment sector, over 30% of all new European cars leave the factory on Continental tyres. The Tyre Divisions are an Official Sponsor of the 2010 FIFA World Cup South AfricaTM and the 2014 FIFA World Cup BrazilTM. For further details, visit www.ContiSoccerWorld.de.
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